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COSHOCTON COUNTYCOSHOCTON COUNTYCOSHOCTON COUNTYCOSHOCTON COUNTY    

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCYEMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCYEMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCYEMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY    

724 South Seventh Street 

Coshocton, Ohio 43812 
Phone 740-622-1984 Fax 740-623-6510 

November 5, 2009 

 

Dear Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee, 

 

As part of the planning process the Emergency Management Agency must, every five years, 

assess the natural hazards that can affect the county and the infrastructures in the county. The 

purpose of this assessment is to identify “Critical Infrastructure” risks in the county and once 

identified to assess the protection each has or needs based on its critical nature.  In addition this 

assessment needs to include “Natural Hazards” that may affect the county. These hazards need to 

be identified and rated as to which are more of a threat to the county. 

 

To help you identify “Critical Infrastructures” in Coshocton County, use the following criteria 

for rating facilities in the county. 

 

An asset in Coshocton County would be considered “Critical” if it is: 

1. Essential to conducting government functions;  

2. Necessary for the public sector to provide the services and activities needed in the 

county; 

3. Necessary for the commercial / Industrial sector to continue operations;  

 

The suggested measure for rating something as “Critical” would be something like: 

 

If it was destroyed or taken out of service for an extended period would it reduce the ability of 

governments or the critical public or private organizations from continuing to deliver vital 

services necessary to protect the safety, health, welfare, and economic activities within 

Coshocton County? 

 

Please rate the facilities on the list and add any additional infrastructures you think would meet 

the criteria. Please don’t forget to include your reason on why the infrastructure should be listed. 

You may have a better perspective of a hazard on the county. 

 

The following list should be considered in making your selection of additional items to include: 

1. Water supply and distribution system 

2. Food supply including the ability to resupply 

3. Electrical energy 

4. Gas and oil storage and the delivery system 

5. Chemical facilities 

6. Banking and finance facilities 

7. Telecommunications including phone, fax, e-mail, internet, and mail service 

8. Emergency Services, including EMS, Fire, Law enforcement, and Hospital services 

9. Government operations  



10. Government facilities 

11. Public Health 

12. Commercial facilities  

 

Examples:  

1. A single bank would not meet the criteria, but the entire banking system could. 

2. A single food store would be an inconvenience, but would not meet the criteria. 

3. The loss of one of the three bridges over the rivers would be an inconvenience but would 

not meet the criteria. 

4. Loss of electrical service for several homes and businesses would not meet the criteria. 

Loss of electrical power for the City of Coshocton with no possibility of restoration for a 

week would. 

5. Loss of telephone, cell phones, E-mail service for several homes and businesses would 

not meet the criteria. Loss of electrical power for the City of Coshocton with no 

possibility of restoration for a week would. 

6. Coshocton County Court House because it houses the communications equipment for 

most of the county functions. 

To help you identify “Natural Hazards” in Coshocton County, use the following criteria for 

rating natural hazards in the county. 

 

1. How often does this natural event occur in the county; 

2. How long could it affect the county… years, months, days, etc. 

3. Would the effect of this event be catastrophic to the county or just daily normal routine? 

 

Rating: Use a rating system high, medium and low. A rating of low would indicate not critical 

and a rating of high would indicate very critical to Coshocton County.  

 

Reason for your decision: This will provide incite for the evaluation team in understanding why 

an item is designated as a “Critical Infrastructure” and a “Natural Hazard”. 

 

PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM TO THE EMA NEXT MEETING 

NOVEMBER 13, 2009 

 

Thank you for your assistance on this important county planning task. 

 



 



 



 
Mitigation Actions were evaluated by the HMCC and ranked 
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FLOODING           

Educate residents in high risk area of 
"warning signs" of flash floods 

3 3 1 2 3 2 3 1 18 5 

Increase public awareness of flooding- 
especially flood prone areas 

3 3 2 3 3 2 3 2 21 1 

Evaluate stricter development standards and 
management of floodplains with countywide 
coordination 

3 2 1 2 3 2 3 1 17 9 

Determine areas of concern in regard to 
infrastructure that is continually being 
damaged or destroyed during a flood event 

3 2 1 2 3 2 3 1 17 8 

Increase service area able to cover with 
early warning detection for residents 

3 2 1 3 3 2 3 1 17 6 

Educate landowners as to their responsibility 
for stream maintenances 

3 2 0 3 3 0 3 0 14 10 

Create County Program (continuous) for 
stream maintenance 

3 3 1 3 2 1 3 1 17 7 

Look into techniques to prevent driving 
through water 

3 2 1 3 3 2 3 1 18 4 

Adopt county-wide flood plain areas 3 2 1 3 3 2 3 1 18 3 

Update any county locations that need to be 
or are on NFIP 

1 1 3 1 2 2 1 3 14 11 

Set up at the annual fair educational 
information of NFIP 

3 3 1 3 3 3 2 2 20 2 

Work with existing floodplain residents to 
elevate or flood proof their structures, 
including obtaining funding assistance, 
create buy-outs, retrofit existing structures 
and/or utilities 

2 1 2 3 1 3 2 0 14 12 

           

SEVERE WEATHER           

Evaluate the storms that have hit Coshocton 
County and make the public aware of the 
hazards 

1 1 3 1 2 2 1 3 14 3 

Look to change building codes on structures, 
reinforce the infrastructure. 

3 3 1 3 3 3 2 2 20 1 

Increase awareness of wind storms   0 2 3 0 2 1 1 2 11 4 

Trim down all trees in the county that could 
possibly affect power lines or road ways. 

3 0 1 3 3 2 3 2 17 2 

           

TORNADOES           

Increase public awareness of safe zone 3 3 2 1 3 1 3 2 18 1 



structures throughout the county 

Increase public awareness of safe zone 
structures in mobile home parks 

2 0 0 2 1 2 3 2 12 2 

           

DROUGHT           

Increase awareness and potential damaging 
effects of droughts. 

3 2 1 3 3 2 3 1 18 2 

Determine damaging effect of development 
on aquifers 

3 2 1 3 3 2 3 1 18 3 

Look at scenarios and potential damaging 
effect on the county 

1 1 3 1 2 2 1 3 14 5 

EMA needs to develop action plan for 
droughts. 

3 3 1 3 3 3 2 2 20 1 

Develop water rationing actions that will be 
implemented during a drought situation  

3 0 1 3 3 2 3 2 17 4 

           

CLASS ONE DAMS           

Evaluate class one dams and plans 3 3 2 3 3 2 3 2 21 1 

Mohawk dam connect and work with staff to 
create an early warning system 

3 3 1 2 3 2 3 1 18 2 

           

EARTHQUAKES           

Increase awareness and damaging effects of 
earthquakes 

3 2 1 3 3 2 3 1 18 1 

Provide residents and builders with 
examples of how to build for earthquakes 

3 2 0 3 3 0 3 0 14 2 

           

           

           

Notes 
1. Ratings: 0 = Poor, 1 = Fair, 2 = Good, 3 = Excellent 
2. Weighting based on number of county residents that are 
affected by hazard and the efficacy of the actions. 
3. Environmental and legal rankings are shaded because (with 
the exception of a few legal issues) they are all rated as 3. 

       

       

       

       

 


