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Appendix E: Jurisdiction Communication and Notification 

 

Lorain County worked diligently to include the public as well as a wide array of public officials 

and businesses in the update of the mitigation plan.  Since jurisdictions ranged from the smallest 

of villages (Rochester and Kipton at less than 200 residents) to large cities like Lorain and 

Elyria, it took varied approaches to obtain input from them on the many issues involved in 

mitigation planning.  The attachments in Appendix E are evidence of the efforts made to engage 

the jurisdictions in the planning process in a variety of ways. 

 

The first attachment is a tally of each jurisdiction participating in the plan, and represents a 

check-off list for their participation in HMCC meetings, individual conversations, local 

meetings, and on-site meetings.  It represents their review of documents and feedback received 

on those documents.  It also serves to identify the person who assumed the lead person role for 

that jurisdiction during the planning process and their electronic mail contact point. 

 

Other following documents are copies of meeting announcements that were sent to the entire 

HMCC as well as a packet of “Mitigation 101” information developed by the contractor and sent 

to all jurisdictions prior to development of strategies.  The contractor used the packet, Item #3, as 

guidance during strategy development meetings and conversations to achieve a somewhat-

standardized response from the jurisdictions. 

 

The fourth attachment is the plan website posting screen shot that represents what the public saw 

when the accessed the website where the plan was posted for review; attachment five shows the 

review press release sent prior to public review of the updated plan.  The last attachment contains 

minutes of the jurisdictional meetings held on-site for the purpose of developing strategies for 

that jurisdiction.   

 

These documents include a representative snapshot of the efforts made to engage the public and 

to develop a mitigation plan that serves as a working document for Lorain County in the coming 

years. 

 

1. Jurisdiction Participation Tally 

2. Core Committee Meeting Announcements 

3. Mitigation Strategy Development Packet for Jurisdictions 

4. Public Plan Review Website Posting 

5. Public Plan Review Press Release 

6. Minutes of Jurisdiction Meetings Discussing Mitigation Plan 
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Lorain County 2014 Mitigation Planning Process 

Jurisdiction Participation Tally 

 

Jurisdiction Committee 

Participation 

Strategies 

Developed 

Review  Adoption Lead Contact 

Person 

Email Address Phone 

Lorain County        Tom Kelley tkelley@loraincounty.us 440-329-5117 

Amherst        David Taylor mayor@amherstohio.org 440-988-4380 

Avon        James Smith sandy@cityofavon.com  

Avon Lake        Joseph Reitz cspring@avonlake.org 440-933-6141 

Carlisle Township        Kevin Dembiac carlislechief@windstream.net 440-458-5178 

Elyria         Bruce Shade bshade@cityofelyria.org 440-326-1417 

Grafton        Jason Strah jastrah@villageofgrafton.org  

Kipton       Robert Meilander bmeilander@hotmail.com 440-225-2234 

Lagrange        Walter Sukey lagov@windstream.net 440-355-5555 

Lorain        R. Michael Fowler Robert_Fowler@cityoflorain.org 440-204-2011 

North Ridgeville        David Gillock dgillock@nridgeville.org 440-327-0451 

Oberlin        Gary Boyle gboyle@cityofoberlin.com 440-775-7250 

Rochester       Kathryn Frombaugh Kfrombaugh@frombaughlaw.com 440-647-9829 

Sheffield Village        John Hunter mayorhunter@sheffieldvillage.com  

Sheffield Lake        David Graves dgraves@oh.rr.com 440-949-6280 

South Amherst        David Leshinski Rdl19@centurytel.net 440-986-6640 

Vermilion        Eileen Bulan mayor@vermilion.net 440-204-2400 

Wellington        Steve Pyles srpyles@hotmail.com 440-647-3827 
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64 Executive Drive 
Norwalk, Ohio 44857 
419.602.0758 Phone 

567.4246212 Fax 
info@consultrsa.com 
www.consultrsa.com 

 
November 12, 2013 
 
Dear Lorain County Leader: 
  
On behalf of the Lorain County EMA, you are invited to participate in the Core Committee to update Lorain 
County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan.  We would appreciate your participation in several meetings over the next few 
months and consideration of the issues that will be addressed as we update this important document. 
 
The Lorain County Emergency Management Agency is in the process of updating the county’s Hazard Mitigation 
Plan.  This plan helps the county determine what disaster risks affect the county most, what the county needs to 
prepare for, and what impacts can be mitigated against.  FEMA requires counties to maintain a hazard mitigation 
plan and follow a defined update process every five years.  By maintaining an updated plan, Lorain County is 
eligible to apply for federal disaster mitigation project funding, which can help the county take a proactive 
approach to disaster preparedness.  
 
The plan update process involves identifying a Core Committee comprised of community leaders representing the 
public and private sectors, including government, business, industry, healthcare, education, and more.  The Core 
Committee provides critical input and feedback in a grassroots effort to identify hazards than can impact the 
community and potential mitigation actions to protect the residents of Lorain County.  The work of the Core 
Committee is completed through a series of meetings, digital communication, and conference calls over the next 
few months. 
 
Because of the detailed process required to update the Hazard Mitigation Plan, the Lorain County EMA has hired 
Resource Solutions Associates of Norwalk, Ohio to complete this project.  Sandy Hovest and Lauren Yeagle will be 
the primary individuals from Resource Solutions Associates who will communicate with the Core Committee, 
organize meetings, send surveys, draft the revised plan, and implement the update process as required by FEMA.  
A grant from FEMA will cover the cost of this project. 
  
The organizational meeting of the Hazard Mitigation Core Committee is set for Friday, December 6 from 10:00 am 
– Noon at the Gates Medical Center Auditorium, 125 East Broad Street, Elyria.  Would you please join us on 
December 6 to begin this important process?  Your RSVP by December 4 to lauren@consultrsa.com is greatly 
appreciated. If there is someone else within your organization that can attend on your behalf, please let us know.  
This meeting is open to anyone within the Lorain County that is able to participate.  If you have any questions, 
don’t hesitate to contact us.  
  
Regards, 

Sandy      Tom 

Sandy Waggoner-Hovest    Tom Kelley 
President, Resource Solutions Associates  Director, Lorain County EMA 
sandy@consultrsa.com    tkelley@lorainco.us  

 

mailto:lauren@consultrsa.com
mailto:sandy@consultrsa.com
mailto:tkelley@lorainco.us
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From: Lauren Yeagle lauren@consultrsa.com

Subject: Lorain County Hazard Mitigation Meeting

Date: March 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM

To: kbailey@loraincounty.us, Lynn Rebman Lrebman@lorainhealth.com, william.harper@uwloraincounty.org,

moracs@odjfs.state.oh.us, Joe MacDonald JMacDonald@mpo.noaca.org, Rivera, Luis Luis.Rivera@redcross.org,

megan.koethe@redcross.org, bbickel@visitloraincounty.com, Kevin Scalli kjscalli@oberlinpd.com, dedwards@oberlinpd.com,

Corey Timko ctimko@nridgeville.org, root@fdavon.com, Richard Bosley rbosley@avonpd.com, wfdwetherbee@ncwcom.com,

Fire Chief Jeff Young SVFD firechief@sheffieldvillage.com, Carlisle Chief carlislechief@windstream.net,

kenk@sheffieldvillage.com, bshade@cityofelyria.org, Don Romancak dromancak@loraincounty.us, Pam Novak

pnovak@loraincounty.us, Christin Brandon cbrandon@loraincounty.us, Beverly Gardner bgardener@loraincounty.us,

rknopf@cityofavon.com, mfarmer@cityofavon.com

Cc: Tom Kelley tkelley@loraincounty.us, Sandy Waggoner sandy@consultrsa.com, awebber@loraincounty.us

Good Morning, 

The Core Committee for the Lorain County Hazard Mitigation Plan update is scheduled to meet this Friday, Marcy 21 at the Lorain County

EMA, 322 N. Gateway Boulevard, Elyria. As with our previous meeting, two sessions will be held: 9:00 - 11:30 am and 12:30 - 3:00pm. Please

attend the session that best suits your schedule. RSVPs are appreciated but not required. An agenda for Friday’s meeting is attached. The

focus of this discussion will be a developing mitigation strategies for the county and individual jurisdictions, which is the most important topic in

updating the mitigation plan. Your input into this part of the process is critical. Please attend one of Friday’s sessions if at all possible.

The final step in completing the HIRA involves evaluating each hazard and ranking the risks for Lorain County. We’ve developed a brief survey

to collect your feedback for this, which should take approximately 10 minutes to complete. The more feedback we receive on this the better, so

please share this link with colleagues, community members, and anyone else who would be willing to provide input. You can access the

survey using this link: http://goo.gl/DJXIY8

Thank you for your continued participation in this project. If you have any questions, please let us know. We hope to see many of you at the

EMA on Friday.

Lauren

Lauren Yeagle

Emergency Management Consultant

Resource Solutions Associates

lauren@consultrsa.com

(419) 262-0229 Cell

(419) 602-0758 Office

www.consultrsa.com
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Lorain County  
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

 
 

The Lorain County Emergency Management Agency will hold a public 
meeting to review and update Lorain County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

 
 

December 6, 2013 
 

10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Gates Medical Center Auditorium 
125 East Broad Street, Elyria 

 
 

Members of the public are welcome to attend 
 
 

If you have questions, contact: 
Tom Kelley, EMA Director 

(440) 329-7119 
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Lorain County  
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

 
 

The Lorain County Emergency Management Agency will hold a public 
meeting to review and update Lorain County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

 
 

February 14, 2014 
 

9:00 – 11:30 am 
and 

12:30 – 3:00 pm 
 

Lorain County Emergency Management Agency 
322 N. Gateway Boulevard, Elyria 

 
 

Members of the public are welcome to attend 
 
 

If you have questions, contact: 
Tom Kelley, EMA Director 

(440) 329-7119 
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Lorain County  
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

 
 

The Lorain County Emergency Management Agency will hold a public 
meeting to review and update Lorain County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

 
 

March 21, 2014 
 

9:00 – 11:30 am 
and 

12:30 – 3:00 pm 
 

Lorain County Emergency Management Agency 
322 N. Gateway Boulevard, Elyria 

 
 

Members of the public are welcome to attend 
 
 

If you have questions, contact: 
Tom Kelley, EMA Director 

(440) 329-7119 
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Lorain County  
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

 
 

The Lorain County Emergency Management Agency will hold a public 
meeting to review and update Lorain County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

 
 

May 9, 2014 
 

9:00 – 11:30 am 
and 

12:30 – 3:00 pm 
 

Lorain County Emergency Management Agency 
322 N. Gateway Boulevard, Elyria 

 
 

Members of the public are welcome to attend 
 
 

If you have questions, contact: 
Tom Kelley, EMA Director 

(440) 329-7119 
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Lorain County  
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

 

Draft Plan Open for Public Comment 
 

The Lorain County Emergency Management Agency is in the process of 
updating Lorain County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan. The draft plan is 

available for public review and comment during the following period: 
 
 

August 11 – August 25, 2014 
 

The plan can be viewed in the EMA office Monday through 
Friday during regular business hours, 8:30am – 4:30pm. 

 

Lorain County Emergency Management Agency 
322 N. Gateway Boulevard, Elyria 

 
The plan can also be reviewed online at 

www.consultrsa.com under “Lorain County Mitigation”. 
Comments can be submitted via the website. 

 
The public is invited to review and comment on the 

updated plan. 
 

If you have questions, contact: 
Tom Kelley, EMA Director 

(440) 329-7119 
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Municipal Mitigation Strategy Development 

 
Lorain County is in the process of developing a Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan under the direction of Tom Kelley, 
Lorain County Emergency Management Director.  Resource Solutions Associates, LLC (Sandy Waggoner-Hovest and 
Lauren Yeagle) has been hired to lead the process and to write the new plan.  We have conducted several open 
meetings so far to discuss the new plan with all jurisdictions and many agencies in Lorain County.   (Minutes and 
documents from those meetings are available under the “Lorain County” tab at www.consultrsa.com )   
 
Because it is often difficult for municipalities to attend the meetings, we have developed this worksheet for you to 
use at your city/village meeting to provide information we need, and to enable you to participate at a time and 
location that is convenient for you, perhaps even at one of your regularly scheduled meetings. 
 
Earlier this year, we asked that you sign a Letter of Interest indicating your intent to participate in the multi-
jurisdictional mitigation plan development, and that letter was included in our application for plan funding.  Your 
city/village has been included in the 5-year update process.  While you can opt out of inclusion in this plan, doing 
so would cause you to be inelegible for mitigation project funding in the future.  We would need an ordinance 
passed to the effect that you chose to opt out.  If that option is the case, contact me immediately at 440-329-5117. 
 
The Hazard Mitigation Plan helps identify what disasters may happen in Lorain County, and how we might be able 
to proactively prevent or lessen the damages due to those incidents.  The actions we consider that would lessen 
the damages are called “mitigation strategies”.   As a part of the mitigation plan development process, each 
incorporated village or city is required to develop at least one, and preferably several, mitigation strategy to 
consider over the coming five year plan period.   
 
The strategies your municipality selects should relate to the disaster losses you are typically vulnerable to, and 
should suggest actions that will lessen the damage done if that particular disaster actually happened.  A strategy is 
not a commitment to take action; it is simply a proactive thought process that documents things you might do, 
should funding and other resources be available, to make your community a little less vulnerable to loss. 
 
Once we decide to implement a strategy at a particular location, it becomes a “project”.  At that time, we work 
together to look at cost, funding, and benefit of the specific project.  Prior to that stage, the “strategy” is a general 
method we would consider to alleviate damages.  (Attached to this worksheet is a general list of many strategy 
categories and types that can be implemented in communities.) 
 
For example, a mitigation strategy might include your jurisdiction buying a house which floods regularly and has 
damages from the owner, tearing it down, and restoring the land to its natural state so the flood waters don’t 
cause more damage; the homeowner uses the money they receive from the sale of the house to purchase another 
home elsewhere.  Another example might be installing a retention pond near a new retail strip mall to hold runoff 
water that used to be absorbed by the soil now covered by concrete.  The pond collects the water instead of it 
running off into a housing development and flooding nearby houses.   
 
Please complete the following pages as your jurisdiction’s selection of mitigation considerations.   Please complete 
this within 30 days and return to  
 
DIRECTIONS:  We are asking that you complete the following strategy selection no later than April 30 and return 

to me at the Lorain County EMA (TKelley@LorainCounty.us or to Lauren Yeagle at Resource Solutions at 

lauren@consultrsa.com )  If you have questions, contact me at 440-329-5117 please. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.consultrsa.com/
mailto:TKelley@LorainCounty.us
mailto:lauren@consultrsa.com


Lorain County, Ohio Hazard Mitigation Plan 2015 

Developed by Resource Solutions Associates LLC, Norwalk, Ohio   E-15 

 
Mitigation Strategy Selection 

Please select any strategies (and all or some of the sub-points) below that are applicable and 
reasonable for your community.  You must select at least one strategy; you may develop your own 
strategy in place of the suggestions by using the attached “Additional Strategies” worksheet. Each 
jurisdiction must have at least one strategy, but there is no limitation on the number of strategies you 
may select.  Please check the boxes and dots of the strategies and objectives you wish to select. 
 

Strategy Options 
 

 <Village/City> will educate the community about the notification systems that warn them of 
impending disasters and the actions they should take immediately to protect themselves and 
their property. 

o <Village/City> will investigate and identify communication tools such as text messages, 
phone call systems, and others, perhaps as part of a countywide system, to effectively 
notify the community of impending danger and/or inclement weather risks.   

o <Village/City> will work to improve the communication systems between first 
responders and other critical resources in the event of an emergency or disaster. 

o <Village/City> will work to develop partnerships with Lorain County Emergency 
Management and other agencies to develop information dissemination capabilities that 
might include 2-1-1 and other community agencies, and would enhance the 
community’s ability to communicate with all populations, including those with 
functional and special needs. 

o <Village/City> will work to effectively identify and communicate with special 
populations within the jurisdiction as it relates to disasters, warning and notification, 
and response. 

o <Village/City> will educate the community about evacuation procedures and how to 
identify shelter locations, comfort stations, and service centers during disasters. 

o <Village/City> will work to expand and/or maintain the outdoor warning siren system in 
the community to harden and improve warning and notification capabilities. 
 

 <Village/City> will educate about and advocate to property owners good regular maintenance 
practices that result in preventing excessive damages to structures during storms, such as ditch 
bank maintenance, trimming trees, and clearing excessive vegetation from streams and 
waterways. 
 

 <Village/City> will work to establish sites to be used as shelters, comfort stations, and service 
centers during disasters, and will strive to equip these sites with the features necessary to 
adequately serve the community during storms, power outages, and other disasters. 
 

 <Village/City> will work with other conservancy and soil conservation groups to develop and 
implement practices to conserve topsoil, prevent erosion, and maintain natural habitats for the 
purpose of reducing flood and erosion risks.  
 

 <Village/City> will consider development of a comprehensive plan for land use within the 
jurisdiction, taking into account the consequences of development and the effect on existing 
properties and businesses, as well as the consequences on the communities downstream. 



Lorain County, Ohio Hazard Mitigation Plan 2015 

Developed by Resource Solutions Associates LLC, Norwalk, Ohio   E-16 

o <Village/City> will consider creation of building standards for construction, including 
such practices as contractor-vendor approval, acceptable industry standards for 
construction, and reasonable construction materials guidance. 

o <Village/City> will consider establishment of land use ordinances that protect and 
preserve the best use and least damaging use of property within the jurisdiction. 
 

 <Village/City> will develop projects to lessen the damages to property from flooding. 
o <Village/City> will consider acquisition and demolition projects to remove repetitive loss 

structures and prevent further losses. 
o <Village/City> will consider the construction of retention ponds to hold runoff waters 

during periods of heavy precipitation. 
o <Village/City> will work to improve storm sewer systems to more adequately manage 

runoff water for all areas and thus prevent/lessen flooding in residential and/or 
commercial properties. 

o <Village/City> will identify and develop elevation options for roadways, streets, and 
other infrastructure that is negatively affected by flooding on a regular basis. 

o <Village/City> will work to maintain/repair/replace dams, dikes, and reservoirs that hold 
or contain waters that otherwise may flood homes and other properties. 
 

 <Village/City> will investigate and implement means to create and provide safe rooms for 
residents who live in mobile homes, homes built on concrete slabs, and other structures that 
lack storm shelters used as protection in wind and other severe storms. 

 

 <Village/City> will work with utility providers to harden utility services and to prevent excessive 
outages during storms and inclement weather. 

o <Village/City> will work to bury power and utility lines in new neighborhoods, homes, 
and businesses. 

o <Village/City> will work to replace aging and deteriorating power, water, sewer, and 
other utility distribution systems. 

o <Village/City> will develop protective actions to prevent or lessen the likelihood of 
damage to water treatment and/or distribution systems during disasters and inclement 
weather. 

o <Village/City> will work with wireless service providers to establish dependable and 
resilient wireless service within the jurisdiction to improve the capability to 
communicate during inclement weather and disasters. 
 

 <Village/City> will work to improve GIS mapping and addressing within the community so that 
first responders and service providers can more easily locate and assist victims at particular 
residences and businesses. 
 

 <Village/City> will work to identify and approve disposal sites for disaster debris, including 
segregated solid waste such as construction materials, wood and combustible waste, masonry 
and concrete waste, metal waste, paper and general garbage, and hazardous waste.   
 

 <Village/City> will identify and implement a water supply plan for emergency purposes that 
support, supplement, or serve in place of a municipal or county water supply during large fires.  

o <Village/City> will advocate and support the construction of ponds with the capability of 
being used as an alternate water supply, and that are equipped with dry hydrants. 
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Strategy Development 
Strategy Type: 

 Public Information 

 Natural Resource Protection 

 Property Protection 

 Prevention 

 Public Information 
 
 

Strategy:  (Who, what, where?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Objective:  (How?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Responsible Party:   Mayor  City Administrator Other:___________________________ 
 
Time Frame: 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019  
 
Collaborating Parties: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Funding Source:  City Budget Grants  Other: ____________________________ 
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Mitigation Strategy Descriptions 
 

Type of Strategy Purpose and Critique Examples 

Structural Engineered Project Lessen the impact of a hazard by 
modifying the environment or 
progression of the hazard event.  
Can have the potential to increase 
vulnerability over the long term 
and/or cause environmental 
degradation 

 Dams and reservoirs 

 Dikes/levees/floodwalls, berms 

 Diversions 

 Seawalls/groins/jetties 

 Revetments 

 Beach nourishment 

 Storm sewers/drainage system 

 Vegetative buffers 

Prevention Avoid hazard problems or keep 
hazard problems from getting 
worse.  Most effective in reducing 
future vulnerability, especially in 
locations where development has 
not yet occurred. 

 Land use planning 

 Zoning/subdivision 

 Floodplain regulations 

 Acquisition and relocation 

 Shoreline/faultzone setbacks 

 Capital improvement programs 

 Taxation and fees 

Property Protection Protect structures by 
modifying/strengthening the 
building to withstand hazard 
impacts.  Effective in protecting 
existing structures in hazard areas. 

 Building codes and construction 
standards 

 Elevation 

 Flood proofing/wind proofing 

 Seismic retrofit 

 Safe rooms 

Natural Resource Protection Reduce the impacts of natural 
hazard by preserving or restoring 
natural areas and their mitigation 
functions.  Can also serve other 
community interests of providing 
open space, recreation areas, or 
greenways 

 Floodplain protection 

 Beach/dune preservation 

 Riparian buffers 

 Fire resistant landscaping 

 Erosion and sediment control 

 Wetland preservation and 
restoration 

 Habitat protection 

 Slope stabilization 

Public Information Advise residents, business owners, 
potential property buyers, and 
visitors about hazards, hazardous 
areas, and mitigation techniques to 
protect themselves and their 
property. 

 Outreach projects 

 Hazard map information 

 Real estate disclosure 

 Warning systems 

 Libraries 

 Education programs for school 
children 

 
Source: Hazard Mitigation and Preparedness, Anna. K Schwab, Katherine Eschelback and David J. Brower 
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Severe Storm Potential Strategies 
Hazard Vulnerability Goal (Category) Strategy Objective 

Severe 
Storms 

Flooding Prevention Land Use Planning Establish and enforce local standards that include stipulations to 
prevent development that causes flooding  

  Prevention Floodplain 
Regulation 

Establish and maintain floodplain regulations to prevent new 
construction inside floodplains 

  Prevention Floodplain 
Regulation 

Require flood insurance of property owners with property inside 
floodplains 

  Prevention Zoning/Subdivision Establish zoning in all cities, villages, and townships in Lorain County 

  Prevention Acquision and 
Relocation 

Identify rep loss structures and initiate acquisition and relocation 
projects 

  Prevention Shoreline Set Backs Establish standards for set-backs along shorelines to protect new 
properties from damage 

  Prevention Taxation and Fees Establish permit fees associated with flood prevention measures for 
the purpose of funding enforcement capability 

  Property 
Protection 

Building Codes Establish building codes for shoreline construction that require 
materials and construction techniques that withstand shoreline risks 

  Propety 
Protection 

Building Codes Establish residential building codes that require materials and 
construction techniques that withstand reasonable risks 

  Property 
Protection 

Flood proofing Establish standards and procedures for ice jam dispersion and for 
evacuation of flood prone areas when ice jams river outlets  

  Property 
Protection 

Elevation Identify programs that will facilitate elevation of sections of roads and 
bridges that are prone to regular flooding 

  Property 
Protection 

Safe Rooms Identify programs that will facilitate the development of safe rooms for 
gathering facilities and institutions that are not adequately protected 

  Property 
Protection 

Safe Rooms Identify programs that will facilitate the development of safe rooms for 
multifamily housing facilities, mobile homes,  and homes without 
basements 

  Natural Resource 
Protection 

Floodplain 
protection 

Identify measures and funding sources to protect floodplains from new 
construction, continual damages, and inappropriate modifications 

  Natural Resource 
Protection 

Erosion/sediment 
control 

Establish erosion control practices in areas of regular flooding to 
protect and preserve topsoil 
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  Natural Resource 
Protection 

Beach Preservation Establish erosion control along beaches to preserve shoreline and 
beach conditions 

  Natural Resource 
Protection 

Riparian Buffers Establish riparian buffers along waterways that commonly flood to 
ehance the natural habitat and prevent property damage due to 
flooding 

  Natural Resource 
Protection 

Fire Resistent 
Landscaping 

Develop building standards that require fire resistent landscaping 
practices for commercial properties 

  Natural Resource 
Protection 

Erosion/Sediment 
Control 

Promote the implementation of erosion resistent agricultural practices 
to preserve and protect the topsoil 

  Natural Resource 
Protection 

Erosion/sediment 
control 

Promote the implementation of landscaping and undeveloped land use 
that promotes the protection of topsoil and limits runoff  

  Natural Resource 
Protection 

Wetland 
Preservation/Resto
ration 

Promote the preservation of wetlands and the return of repetitive 
flood properties to a wetland state 

  Structural 
Engineered 
Projects 

Dams and 
Reservoirs 

Maintain and repair the dams and reservoirs to prevent failure and 
property damage  consequences 

  Structural 
Engineered 
Projects 

Storm 
sewers/drainage 
systems 

Maintain and repair existing storm sewers in consideration of current 
development to adequately handle expected runoff and drainage 
needs 

  Structural 
Engineered 
Projects 

Storm 
sewers/drainage 
systems 

Construct new storm sewers to adequately handle runoff and drainage 
loads where development, wear and tear, or lack of structures makes 
flooding likely 

  Structural 
Engineered 
Projects 

Storm 
sewers/drainage 
systems 

Work with current officials to improve storm sewers, pumping 
systems, and other drainage equipment to improve stormwater 
drainage during heavy precipitation  

  Structural 
Engineered 
Projects 

Diversions Investigate the diversion of waterways where significant development 
is at risk for serious flooding and diversion is the only protective option 
possible 

  Structural 
Engineered 
Projects 

Drainage Work with agricultural property owners, rural homeowners, and others 
to provide incentives to improve drainage in agricultural property 
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  Structural 
Engineered 
Projects 

Outreach projects Work with property owners to establish ditch cleaning awareness and 
personal responsibility to keep ditches and waterways on private land 
clear and open 

  Public 
Information 

Hazard Map 
Information 

Adopt and maintain current FEMA approved flood maps 

  Public 
Information 

Real Estate 
Disclosure 

Support and advocate regulations that make accurate and adequate 
disclosure of risk mandatory for sellers of such property 

  Public 
Information 

Warning Systems Investigate and implement a reverse 9-1-1 system for notification and 
warning of residents, workers, and visitors of impending risks and 
dangers 

  Public 
Information 

Education 
Programs  

Advocate and support the education of school aged children in all-
hazards disaster and emergency prevention and response 

 Wind/Tornad
o 

Property 
Protection 

Building Codes and 
Construction 
Standards  

Establish building codes for properties that include requirements for 
materials and construction practices that provide protection against 
wind damage risks commonly present in Lorain County 

  Property 
Protection 

Safe Rooms Establish and implement standards that require safe room construction 
for new multifamily housing, mobile home parks, and other homes 
without wind-resistent shelter 

  Property 
Protection 

Erosion/sediment 
control 

Promote implementation of agricultural practices that prevent or limit 
erosion due to high winds 

  Public 
Information 

Warning systems Investigate and implement a reverse 9-1-1 system for notification and 
warning of residents, workers, and visitors of impending risks and 
dangers 

  Public 
Information 

Education 
Programs  

Advocate and support the education of school aged children in all-
hazards disaster and emergency prevention and response 

 Utility 
Outages 

Prevention Zoning/Subdivision Advocate and support hardening of utilities in new construction and 
new neighborhoods by burying power lines where possible 

  Prevention Capital 
improvements 
Porgrams 

Work with utility providers to advocate and implement improvements 
to utility service that hardens the systems and upgrades and updates 
lines and infrastructure so outages are lessened and/or eliminated 

  Prevention Taxation and Fees Establish permit fees associated with flood prevention measures for 
the purpose of funding enforcement capability 
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  Public 
Information 

Outreach projects Advocate and educate property owners and renters about property 
insurance and the need for insurance 

  Public 
Information 

Outreach projects Educate residents, workers, and visitors about the warning systems in 
place for storms, including tornadoes and wind, and how they should 
heed those warnings. 

  Public 
Information 

Outreach projects Educate business owners and farmers on the need for crop and 
commercial insurance to protect their investment and income in the 
incidence of severe storm damage to their property or assets. 

 Fires/Lightnin
g 

Public 
Information 

Education for 
School Children 

Conduct educational programs for school children in lightning safety 
and storm-caused fire prevention 

  Public 
Information 

Outreach projects Develop information for residents and workers on prevention of 
lightning injury and fires due to storms 

 

Extreme Temps Potential Strategies 
Hazard Vulnerability Goal (Category) Strategy Objective 

Extreme Heat 
/Cold 

Utility Outage Prevention Capital improvments Work with utility companies and providers to harden and 
improve equipment and delivery systems to lessen outages 
during peak use times. 

  Prevention Capital improvments Work with property owners to purchase and install 
alternate power systems for residential and commercial 
properties 

  Prevention Taxation and fees Work withofficials and jurisdictions to establish incentives 
for capital improvements 

  Prevention Land use planning Work with officials and jurisdictions to establish alternate 
power sources 

  Prevention Land use planning Work with development officials to plan underground 
utilities for new construction in new neighborhoods 

  Pubic 
Information 

Outreach Projects Educate property owners on the benefits of tree trimming 
and property maintenance as it relates to utlity resiliency 

  Property 
Protection 

Flood proofing Establish and maintain monitoring standards for ice jams 
and blockages affecting the water supply or other utilities 
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 Cold/Heat 
Extremes 

Pubic 
Information 

Outreach Projects Educate the public on the dangers of extreme cold/heat and 
how to prevent injury and casualty 

  Pubic 
Information 

Warning Systems Develop a warning system for county residents, workers, 
and visitors to communicate the dangers and predictions of 
extreme temperatures 

  Pubic 
Information 

Outreach Projects Develop community and/or neighborhood community 
centers that can be used for warming or cooling centers 

  Pubic 
Information 

Hazard Map 
Information 

Identify neighborhoods at exceptional risk for extreme 
temperature casualty and create community center 
locations for cooling and warming 

  Pubic 
Information 

Outreach Projects Identify volunteer resources to increase the county 
capability in handling community center operations and 
train them to do that task 

  Pubic 
Information 

Outreach Projects Develop procedures for general county emergency 
operations during extreme temperature days 

 

Earthquake Potential Strategies 
Hazard Vulnerability Goal (Category) Strategy Objective 

Earthquake Building Collapse Property 
Protection 

Building Codes and 
Construction 
Standards 

Consider establishing construction standards for 
multistory commercial buildings that take earthquake risk 
factors into consideration 

 Infrastructure Collapse Public 
Information 

Outreach Projects Educate county residents and workers on the risk and 
signs of an earthquake, and proper procedures to follow in 
the case of an earthquake 

 Human Casualty Public 
Information 

Outreach Projects Educate county residents and workers on proper 
procedures to care for victims after a possible earthquake 
occurs 

 Human Casualty Public 
Information 

Warning systems Educate the residents and workers in the county about 
warning systems that are activated during/after an 
earthquake 

 Vehicular Crash Public 
Information 

Outreach Projects Educate county residents and workers on proper 
procedures to  use if involved in a vehicle crash during or 
after an earthquake 
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 Hazardous Materials 
Release 

Public 
Information 

Warning systems Educate chemical users about substance containment and 
management after an earthquake 

 

Drought Potential Strategies 
Hazard Vulnerability Goal (Category) Strategy Objective 

Drought Fire Public Information Outreach Projects Initiate public information on fire prevention 
measures and best practices 

  Public Information Outreach Projects Maintain fire preventions programs established 
and conducted by fire departments to prevent 
structure fires 

  Public Information Outreach Projects Maintain and support educational programs for 
the public for lightning awareness as it relates to 
fire prevention and injury prevention 

  Public Information Education Programs for School 
Children 

Conduct educational programs for school children 
to prevent fires and lightning injuries 

  Property Protection Building Codes and Construction 
Standards 

Maintain and support fire safety inspection 
programs for new and rennovated structures and 
commercial properties 

  Natural Resource 
Protection 

Fire resistent landscaping Educate property owners on fire resistent 
landscaping options 

  Natural Resource 
Protection 

Fire Prevention Educate the public on the prevention of fires 
during drought and high risk periods 
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Date:  August 8, 2014 
 
To: Chronicle Telegram 

Brad Dicken (Reporter, Chronicle Telegram) 
Morning Journal 
Plain Dealer 

  County, Municipal and Township Officials 
 
Re:  Lorain County Multijurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan 
 

 
The Lorain County Multijurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan draft is available for public review 

at www.consultrsa.com from Tuesday, August 12, 2014 through Tuesday, August 26, 2014.  A tab 
labeled “Lorain County Mitigation Plan” will take you directly to a copy of the plan draft. 

 
Every county is required to have a FEMA approved hazard mitigation plan in place.  This plan 

helps communities determine pro-active steps that can be taken to reduce the damages and casualties 
from disasters through a whole-community process of identifying hazards and vulnerabilities.  The 
planning process identifies ways the communities can prevent or lessen damages before an incident 
happens.   
 

An approved plan is part of eligibility criteria for counties, cities, and villages as they apply for 
federal mitigation grants under the Robert T. Stafford Act.  These federal grants pay no less than 75% of 
the cost of a mitigation project, but the county must have an approved mitigation plan to establish 
eligibility to apply. 

 
Lorain County began updating its 2007 mitigation plan early this year.  Through a series of 

meetings at the county EMA and in specific cities and villages, many local officials, residents, and 
workers have come together to develop the content of this draft plan. 

 
This plan is open for public review for the coming two weeks.  Input in being received at the 

Lorain County EMA by Director Tom Kelly at tkelley@loraincountyoh.us or by the contractor hired to 
manage the process, Sandy Waggoner-Hovest, at sandy@consultrsa.com .   A print copy can be 
requested and read at the Lorain County EMA at 322 North Gateway Boulevard, Elyria.   

 
Once public review is complete and any comments are incorporated into the plan as 

appropriate, the plan will be sent to the Ohio Emergency Management Agency Mitigation Branch for 
state review before being sent to FEMA Region V in Chicago.    

 

 

http://www.consultrsa.com/
mailto:tkelley@loraincountyoh.us
mailto:sandy@consultrsa.com
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